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Mideast scholars debate use of intelligence links

s

By Richard Higgins
Globe Staff

Disclosure of funding links be-
tween Harvard's Center ior Middie
Eastern Studies and the Central
Intelligence Agency has heated up
a simmering debate among Middle
East_scholars about cooperating
with, or oing research for, intelli-

gence ;\_ggncles.

ay. the Middle East Studies
Association,_meeting jointly with
the African Studies Association in
New Orleans, is to vote on a tough-
ly-worded resolution, adopted b
its board Thursday night, “‘deploy-

"~ the Harvard center's faflu
to disclose its EE ties vquntarilg.

The 1800-member scholarly
group also is to vote today on a
resolution urging creation of a
new national body to fund re-
search on other areas of the world.
The new body would set funding
priorities through academic peer
review as an alternative to intelli-
gence-related contract research
programs.

The resolution also calls on
members ‘‘to reflect carefully
upon their responsibility to the
academic profession prior to seek-
ing or acccepting funding from in-
telligence sources.”

Fallout from the Harvard con-
troversy continues to be felt on
other fronts as well.

Scholars around the country
said this week that since the dis-
closure about a half-dozen gradu-
ate students apq academicians
from the United States or Arab
countries and, in one case, a visit-
ing Indonesian official, have can-
celled plans to visit, study at or de-
Hver talks sponsored by the Har-
vard center. A Harvard source
said a graduate student at the cen-
ter was denied a visa this week to
do field work in an Arab country,
seriously jeopardizing completion
of his doctoral thesis.

Several scholars said in_inter-

views that the CIA links of the
center’s_director, Nadav ran,

had dama% the credlbllitf of the
and may tm scholarly re-
&earch abroad.

-

" Accepted $45,000

The controversy erupted Jast
month Folk)wlng disclosure that

ran_had a t

FM
A _funds for a copference on

Islamic_fundamentalism, without
itally disclosi:: - this to partici-
ants, and _usc ore

$100,000 in alg%ncz funds to write

2 hook on Saudi Arabia. Safran

disclosed the sponsorship after be-

ing ordered to do so Oct. 11 by a

Harvard dean.

Safran’s secretary said Safran
would not comment until Harvard
completes its internal review of
the matter, which is not expected
to occumr until next week.

Severat Harvard professors in-
cluding Dr. Richard Frye; the cen-
ter’s founder, and other scholars
have urged Safran to resign; last
week 20 graduate students at the
center called for curbs on the pow-
er of its director and urged the
center, and scholars affiliated
with it, to adopt a policy not to ac-
cept funding from intelligence
agencies.

The letter said, in part, that
"Safran has greatly damaged the
reputation and academic integrity
of the center.”

And at a meeting in Philadel-
phia of directors of regional stud-
les centers earlier this month, the
impact of the Safran affair on the
field was a central topic.

“There was quite a bit of talk
about it,” said John E. Woods, di-
rector of the University of Chica-
go's Center for Middle Eastern

- Studies. “People are shaking their
heads, wondering why he didn't
come out front early with even his
own university and how he
thought he could conceal it from
his colleagues.”

“A lot of us are concerned be-
cause we're all strapped for mon-
ey.” he said, while the intelligence
community is anxious to fund re-
gional studies.

Disclosure required

. Woods, and heads of similiar
centers at Boston University, the
l%nlversltx of Callfornla-Berkelexl
the University of California-
An Tes, Geor town, and a foint
ﬂrmcetonc-lNew York University
Center said their institutions do
Qpt to accept any direc intelli-
genee funding and reguire disclo-
sure of ClA support received by in;

ividual researchers.

The US intelligence community

&1as long plaved a role in founding

gional studv centers, especially

those on the Middle East, Latin

America and Africa. In 1983, after
the CIA advertised research con-
tracts in newsletters of the in
American and Middle East Studies

o do

Associations, and attempted to dc
so with the African Studies Asso-
clation, all s ei-

ther_ shunning ties to the F]q or

calling upon members to disclose

funding sources fully. .
“Something like this does af-

fect the credibility of others be-
cause of the delicate nature of
working in the Middle East,” said
Dr. Philip Stoddard, director of the
Middle East Institute in Washing-

ton.
f American scholars,and eve

of American scholars, and cvery
time one of us applies for a visa
you have them wondering in
you're on the CIA payroll.”
Stoddard, a former State De-

rtment 1
he is not

inst _scl ._con:

Without it, he said, the govern-
ment “would just feed on itself,

NADAV SAFRAN
Heads Harvard center

with the result being self-fullfill-
Ing prophecies and incomplete
analyses such as we've seen in re-
cent years. One reason the C

has so much money to spend is
M‘wm_n_tg
be so inward-facing. The trend is
(o open Things up 8 bit. to seck S bit o seck

academic peer review.
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“What the Safran affair does is
make it that much harder for peo-
ple outside the government to in-
teract with those in it in a legiti-
mate, respectable way."

Most of a dozen Middle Eastern
scholars interviewed criticized Sa-
fran's actions. Dale F. Eickelman,
an anthropologist at the Universi-

~ ty of New,York, and head of the
Middle Eastern Studies Associ-
ation's ethics subcommittee,
called them “an almost obscene
violation of academic ethics.”
me _to ran's
aid, bowever. David Landes, Har-
va rolessor istory an
nomics and a member of the cen-
ter's_executive commi tee, called
%fran‘s fajlure to disclose the ClA
nding a ‘‘bad mistake’ but sai
that éran should remain. TSa-
fran has been an imaginative and
enterprising director ... who has
brought a moribund center back
to life and made it an exciting .
place. This sort of thing need not

and should not happen again.”
Thomas Stauffer, who teaches

at Georgetown's Center for_Con-

temporary Arab Studies, said Sa-
fran's failure to disclose the CIA
funamg “was a deceit that com-
promi is colleagues.

aulfer, who recently re-
turned from Jordan and Kuwait,
said sentiment toward Harvard
students is further clouded by “re-
ports widely discussed in the Mid-
dle East that [Safran] has been an
agent for Mossad,” the Israell in-
telligence agency.

On Sept. 27, Ha'aretz, the He-
brew daily published in Tel Aviv
and Israeli’'s most authorative
newspaper, published a letter
stating that “Safran was one of
the heads of Shin Beth [the pre-
cursor of Mossad] during the
1948-49 war . .. until his emigra-
tion from Israel.” It was translat-

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/08/24 : CIA-RDP90-00806R000100020037-8

ed by an Israeli graduate student a
the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology and also by MIT pro-
fessor Noam Chomsky. -
Stauffer said he also aws both-
ered by Safran’s apparent insensi-
tivity to his students. '‘His stunts
are dishonorablé.. . . and irrespon-
sible to his students. Since he
some of them as intermediartes for&
his book, he's placed all of them
under a stigma. All of us in the

field encounter The accusation

that we're spies, and that suspi-
cion is reinfo the specificit
of his links to the CIA.
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